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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 6486 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, FR, JA 

SUBJECT: POMPIDOU TRIP TO JAPAN 

REF: TOKYO 3357 

JAPANESE EMBASSY COUNSELOR KATO INFORMED EMBOFF THAT EMBASSY 
HERE WAS SURPRISED BY GOF DIFFICULTIES WITH FORM OF THE INVITA- 
TION ABOUT WHICH FRENCH PROTOCOL HAD NOT INFORMED THEM IN ADVANCE. 
QUAI POLITICAL OFFICERS HAD UNDERSTOOD THE PROBLEMS POSED BY JAP- 
ANESE CONSTITUTION. HE THOUGHT IT WAS NOW A QUESTION OF THE QUAI 
WORKING OUT A FORMULA WITH THE ELYSEE. KATO EXPECTED THAT WITH 
POMPIDOU S RETURN TO FRANCE IT WOULD PROBABLY BE POSSIBLE TO 
ARRIVE AT AN AGREED ANNOUNCEMENT NEXT WEEK. 
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